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A Journey to Higher Ground
The sovereign Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer.
He enables me to go on to the heights. ~ Habakkuk 3:19
My dear Trinity family,
Welcome to May! As we thank our Lord for his gift of life and ministry at Trinity, we are grateful for the
blessings that were sent our way through the season of Lent, the Holy Week and Easter. I join you in thanking
our Lord for Dan Stokes and Wilma Rockey and for their faithful leadership in our music ministry. What a rich
season of blessings it has been on account of the dedication of each singer, musician, instrumentalist, liturgist,
acolyte, greeter, usher, altar guild member, Holy Communion team, leaders of our adult Bible classes, youth
sessions, children’s ministry sessions, those caring in the nursery, leaders and participants of the many other
activities that Trinity partakes in. Thanks to Beth Sider and our worship team for all they do behind the scenes
for our services. May our Lord continue to bless each of you dear volunteers! A special thanks to all our homebound members and friends who faithfully carry Trinity in their prayers and continue to support our ministry
through their gifts. We miss you in the services!
May 2017 will especially gift us with the opportunity of praying more as a congregation. We will be joining
the United Methodist church in praying for, “A Way Forward”. I am not sure if you are aware that the United
Methodist Church has been praying and engaging in holy conferencing about human sexuality and Christian
marriage. Our Bishops have called all the Annual Conferences to pray for the future of the church. As the
Commission on a Way Forward continues to deliberate and discuss options before them, it is a time for all of
us in the churches of the Susquehanna conference
to engage in prayer. Friends, this is a critical
matter that is at the heart of the United Methodist
Church’s future in this part of the world. The
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It will also be a privilege for us to receive our new members on May 7th. We have a wonderful group of individuals who will be joining our membership. Our gratitude to Carol Evertts who led our team comprising of
Randy Evertts, Bonnie Moyer, Judith Meyer, Sue and Jim Wertz, John and Barbara Mickle, Sandra Weigel
and Daryl Potteiger who hosted those amazing Wednesday night suppers for the class. Our gratitude to Daryl
Potteiger and our trustees for working towards providing mail boxes for our new members.
At Trinity, we will be celebrating the National Day of Prayer, between May 10 th and 11th. While the nation
celebrates the National Day of Prayer on May 4th, we have opted for the dates a week later because the Susquehanna Annual Conference will be in session between May 4th and 6th. You will find details about our celebration of the National Day of Prayer in this issue of the Tidings. I am particularly grateful to Beth Sider and our
team of volunteers for the work being done in preparation for the Community-Trinity Nation Day of prayer
observance. I am thankful that we can engage in prayer in partnership with our brothers and sisters from Community United Methodist Church. A special word of appreciation to Rev. Peggy Spengler who serves as pastor
at Community UMC.

May is also an exciting time because it brings us special opportunities to serve our community. On May 2 nd,
we will be hosting our 2nd hand sale. Our gratitude to Donna Ratulowski for leading our team for this event
that is a special blessing to our community in New Cumberland and beyond. Donna, thank you for honoring
and continuing to uphold the commitment of Ada Bates. On May 6th, our team of volunteers led by Dianne
Schofield will host the Trinity hot dog stand and the children’s activity stall at the New Cumberland Community Day Celebration. Thank you, Dianne and volunteers. Our Youth who are committed to prayer in the 30
Hour Famine event in April will be involved in the Bicycle Extravaganza on May 13 th. Thanks to Tyler
Schouppe for all the efforts in organizing the event and to Jim Uber for his initiative and help with regard to
the bicycle extravaganza. A special applause to our youth!!!!!! God bless! The evening of circling prayer and
a prayer service on the steps on May 11th will also be a powerful way in which we can share our faith, love and
witness with friends from the community. I believe that the prayer walk, that will be organized under the guidance of Dr. Jim and Jody Blacksmith on Saturday May 20th, will be a time of interceding for the needs of the
people who live around Trinity. I wish to heartily encourage everyone in the congregation to be involved as
best as you can in all these prayer efforts that are being made.
We will be celebrating Mother’s Day of the 14th. I trust every one of you who are able will be able to personalize your way of showing gratitude to and for your mothers. On May 21 st, we will be blessed with a special
treat of music in worship. It will be Music Sunday!!! I request you to continue to pray for Dan Stokes and all
our singers, musicians, and instrumentalists as they prepare for the services at 8:15 am and 10:45 am. We will
also take a moment to dedicate paraments in memory of Louise Van Sickle. My brother, the Rev. Ashok Andrews and his family will be visiting with us from India that Sunday. I have requested him to preach.
Exciting!!! As our teams prepare for Vacation Bible School and ‘Summer in the Sonshine’, we request your
continued support and prayers. And don’t forget to register early!

One of the special highlights in April would be having the Rev. Bob Stokes at our pulpit during our United
Service. Rev. Bob and Jean Stokes are the parents of our dear Dan. It will be our privilege to also have Dan’s
sister, the Rev. Beth Jones (Superintendent of the Williamsport District) to share in the closing benediction.
As we focus on prayer, let us remember that prayer is not an occasional privilege but a daily experience. We talk
to God not only when we need something, but because we need Him. Just as a good friendship can only be
built through good communication, our relationship with Jesus is built by speaking to Him in prayer and listening
to Him through the Bible. In John 10 our Lord Jesus assured us as our Good Shepherd that he knows us each one
of us by name. He also reminded us that the hallmark of true sheep is that they hear their Master’s voice. How
about embracing this slogan for your month ahead? The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not wander
This has been a long pastoral letter. But thank you for reading to the end. There is a lot to write about when
there is a lot happening! Let me wish you a blessed month of intimate fellowship with the Master.

Sincerely,
Arun
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Pentecost, the birthday of the church is June 4th. To add to the celebration we will have red
geraniums adorning the sanctuary. Red is also associated with the fire of the Holy Spirit.

Might you also consider wearing red that day?
This year we would like to decorate the church with Red Geraniums for Pentecost Sunday, June 4th. It is
the hope that the congregation will be happy to sponsor and purchase the plants and plant them at home.
The congregation is also encouraged to wear red on Pentecost. Orders are due in church office, along with
your cash or check made payable to Trinity United Methodist Church (showing "Pentecost Flowers" in the
memo) by May22, 1917. The cost is $5.00 each. Please indicate number amount of plants you would
like. The flowers you purchased should be taken home Pentecost Sunday, June 4th.

You're Name: ____________________________________________________________
Phone #: _________________________________
Number of Plants: _________________________
Amount Enclosed: _________________________
Check ______________

Cash ________________

BLANKET SUNDAY

NEW CUMBERLAND COMMUNITY DAY
MAY 6TH 11:00AM – 1:00PM
Community Day is an outreach event that the New
Cumberland Ministerium offers, in conjunction with
the New Cumberland Olde Towne Association. It
will be held on May 6th from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
on the lawn at Baughman Church. Each participating
church provides a free food item and a free activity
for children such as crafts, spin art, and games. There
will be Christian bands playing throughout the event.
Local nonprofit organizations will be available to
share information. The New Cumberland Olde
Towne Association will have vendors available on 3rd
Street, 4th Street and on Market Square.
Trinity Church participates in this outreach
event. Watch for inserts in the Sunday Bulletin for
ways you can help. Your help in this outreach project is greatly appreciated. Thank you for all your
help with this outreach event over the years.

Trinity will celebrate Blanket Sunday on May
21. This an opportunity for us to contribute to
Church World Service to their Blankets and Tools
program. Contributions from people like us make it
possible for aid to be provided when it is most
needed, immediately after a disaster strikes. A
small contribution pinned to our blanket makes a
big difference for people in crisis.

NEW WHITE ALTAR PARAMENTS WILL
BE DEDICATED ON MAY 21ST
Our white altar, needle point paraments are showing
their age, after having been used for many years.
This refers to the white cloth used on the altar and
also the matching cloths for the pulpit and liturgist's
desks. The Worship Team decided, after carefully
considering the situation, that new white paraments
would be a fitting memorial in memory of Louise
VanSickle. Louise was not only chair of the Worship Team, but also communion steward. The paraments have been purchased with money given to the
church in memory of our friend, Louise. They will
be dedicated in the 10:45 service on May 21st.
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THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone for your expressions of
concern for me during my several health issues in
recent months: phone calls, cards, fruit basket,
and especially your prayers. Lee and I both thank
Pastors Arun and Carl as well as Barbara Z. for
your most welcome visit. All of you have been a
blessing to us.
~ Elain Ocamb
This past month, the Trinity Youth Ministry took
part in 30 Hour Famine. We fasted, worshiped,
and prayed together. We also served our community and prepared for the Bike Extravaganza by
fixing many of the bikes that will be given out to
the community during our Bike Extravaganza this
month. This event was a blessing to be a party of,
and was truly a step forward in our faith together. I wanted to take a moment and thank all of the
leaders and parents who made this event possible.
Without your leadership and servant hearts, an
event like 30 Hour Famine could not come
about! To everyone who helped in the kitchen,
served communion, and showed up to be a leader,
or helped with fixing bikes; I am thankful for
you. Thanks for the many ways that you served
our Youth Ministry, our church, and this community.
~ Tyler Schouppe
We could never express in words how much we
appreciated the outpouring of love shown to us in
various forms at the passing of my sister Fran.
Your prayers were felt, your visits and calls welcomed, your cards, flowers, food , and other expressions of sympathy have touched us deeply.
We are thankful to be a part of such a loving and
caring church family.
~In Christ,, Sandi & Doug Tobias

Another year of the annual Men's Lenten Prayer
Breakfasts has come and gone and what a series it
was! We had great and thought-provoking devotionals from some of the most respected folks in
our church, great fun and fellowship among our
fellow men, and of course awesome breakfast food
prepared by the best male cooks in our congregation! This year I would like to report an average
weekly attendance of 66 individuals who donated,
on average, over $200.00 weekly! Each year I am
amazed at the amount of growth this particular
mission shows. It is especially touching to hear
the many testimonials from both men and women
on how this endeavor has touched their lives in
one way or another. We have even managed to
bring visitors in from not only surrounding area
churches but men who haven't been to church in a
long time. That makes all the hard work worth it!
I would like to take this moment to thank all the
individuals who helped make this series the huge
success it was. We couldn't have achieved this
success without each and every one of you! Thank
you!! Sarah Rodgers, Pastor Arun Andrews, Mike
Schofield, Ken Gable, Harry Rodriguez, Evan Semoff, Scott Loomis, Scott Sundy, Darryl Potteiger,
Tom Baum, Joe Sekar, George Karn, Bill Northey,
Steve Frommel, Bob Druckenmiller, Tyler
Schoupe, Pastor Carl Ford Peterson, Rev. Raymond Brooks, Rev. Rodney Miller, Dan Stokes,
Dr. Crystal Downing, Carol Wilson, Jady Conroy,
Bob Rosenthal, Jocelyn MacMinn, Ralph Hawk
and anyone else I may have forgotten but has contributed in any way. Thank you all and we will
see you again next year!
~Eric Rodgers

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2nd Hand Sale dates & hours:
May 2 – 12 (noon) to 7 p.m.
May 3 – 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
May 4 – 8 a.m. to 12 (noon)
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M U S I C N O T E S F R O M DA N
Within the walls of 415 Bridge St.
Anticipation is high for Rhonda Sider Edgington's organ recital on Wednesday, May 31 at 7:00 p.m. with
reception to follow in Fellowship Hall. Last month's
newsletter also included the exciting news that artist/
calligrapher Tim Botts will be part of the celebration,
creating sketches during Rhonda's playing of several
pieces. The organ committee is pleased to announce
that those sketches will be available in a silent auction
following the concert with proceeds going to Trinity's
organ fund for ongoing care of the instrument.
This year's "Music Sunday" will take a wonderful turn
as it is the day our dear Pastor's brother will be here
from India to proclaim the Word. We anticipate the
blessings which await on May 21.

Beyond the walls of 415 Bridge St.

Drawing used by permission from Tim Botts

On March 20, the Chancel Choir shared a concert for residents of The Woods. A note from the
director of activities included these words, " Mere words cannot express the impact the choir from
Trinity had on the residents last evening. God stood among all of us and his beauty could be seen
in every face in the room. Today the residents are still talking about their experience, the peace it
brought to them and the memories it stirred"
Our Chancel Choir will be return to Bethesda Mission on Monday, May 22 to share a time of worship. Last year's experience was electrifying as residents ultimately joined us in a circle surrounding room with voices united in song.
Sing and Celebrate, our choir which rehearses on Wednesday evenings continues it's ministry of
singing in living rooms and on front porches of homebound members. We get to "take church" to
folks who can no longer attend morning worship. These experiences are filled with smiles, hugs
and even tears.
The more that happens outside of the building, the greater the opportunity for faith to come alive !

Finally.......on the front steps of 415 Bridge St.
Our choirs will lead us in worship as we pray for our Nation on Thursday evening, May 11. Many
of you will remember last year as cars slowed down and pedestrians lingered to hear the music and
see "the church" outside of the building.
Onward ......with great joy and anticipation
Dan
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May 7
6-8 PM Youth Group
Creation Room

May 13
9 AM - 1 PM
Bike Extravaganza
Parking Lot

May 21
6-8 PM Youth Group
Creation Room

May 28
6-8 PM Fellowship Time

On May 13th, from 9 am to 1 pm, Trinity Youth Ministry will be parting
with Recycle Bikes Harrisburg to provide our annual “Bike
Extravaganza”! We are aiming to get every bike that we fix into the
hands of children and families who are desperately in need of a
bike! This year, the youth will be helping to fix these bicycles and
connecting with the community to make this happen!
If you know a family that could use a bike, or has some bikes that are in
desperate need of repair, make sure to tell them about our “Bike
Extravaganza”. We would love to connect with them. If you have any
questions or need more information, contact Tyler Schouppe or Jim Uber.

JUNE 4th-8th from 5:30-8:15 pm
Free Dinner served from 5:30-6:00 pm
Get ready for an exciting week of PandaMania –
Where God is Wild About You! Our closing night
which will include parents/guardians will be Friday,
June 9th from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Break out your jungle
wear and get ready for a great time! Register online
beginning May 1st at www.trinityumnc.com/vbs/

Hope to see you all there!
We’re gonna have a great time at Summer in the
SONshine this year! Volunteer sign up sheets will
be available starting Mary 1st. Please consider
donating your loose change to the “Pennies from
Heaven” jar. The children are “counting” on it!
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Sunday Duties for May 2017
DUTY
Altar Guild

May 7

May 14

May 21

May 28

Joy Hamsher
Cindy Ickler
(pew communion)

Joy Hamsher

Allyn Litzelman

Liturgist:
8:15

Rev. Rodney Miller

Daryl Potteiger

Jody Wickenheiser

10:45

Rev. Rodney Miller

Ron Winter

Ryan Wickenheiser

Tanya Hollinger

Communion,
No Lamb’s Talk

Mike Schofield

No Lamb’s Talk/
Music Sunday

Doug Eakin

Jo Lower, Lucille
Wilt

Irv Kiehl,
Cindy Bailey

Jane Rosenthal,
Donna Ratulowski

Patsy Bashore,
Sally Keim

Lamb’s Talk
Nursery:
8:15
10:45

Kendall Bankert,
Jodi Walters

Ushers:
8:15

Allyn Litzelman

Bev Krick, Jody and
Kaity Wickenheiser

Tom Bailey^, Charlie Klinger, Nick Emig, Harry Rodriguez, Jed/Sue Beshore

10:45

Dave Leppo^, Joy Hamsher (7th and 14th), the MacMinn Family
* denotes Head Usher

Coffee
Fellowship

Adult/Couples’
Class

Tuesday Morning
Group

Chancel Choir

Adult/Couples’
Class

Adult SS Teacher

Shirley Sharpe

Charlie Harbold

Ruth Miller

Grover Herr

Elective SS
Teacher

Sharon Sheffer

George Karnes

Raymond Brooks

Bob Rosenthal

Counting Team

Dianne Schofield and Randy Evertts

UNITED METHODIST PRAYER INITIATIVE: PRAYING OUR WAY FORWARD
The entire United Methodist Church is involved in a prayer initiative "to actively seek God's leadership at
this critical juncture in the life of our church," said Bishop Wallace- Padgett. The initiative began with the
bishops and now is being brought to the entire church.
The United Methodist West Shore cluster churches of the Susquehanna Conference have been invited to
participate in a prayer chain on May 7th. Trinity's prayer times (along with our sister churches in the
Cluster namely Baughman, Community, Calgary, Grace and Camp Hill UMCs) will be Sunday, May
7th from 2 to 3 am and 2 to 3 pm. We plan to have a sign-up sheet in the Genesis Room asking for as many
as possible to participate in individual 15 minute prayer intervals. We will pray for the future of the United
Methodist church in our homes during those times.

#prayourwayforward
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TRINITY/COMMUNITY NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
7:30 PM – Wednesday, May 10
to
7:30 PM- Thursday, May 11
FOR YOUR GREAT NAME’S SAKE
HEAR US… FORGIVE US… HEAL US!
“O Lord, Listen! O Lord, Forgive! O Lord, Hear and Act! For Your Sake, O My God...!
Daniel 9:19
We will focus on prayer for 24 hours. This 24 hour period will include three prayer services held throughout
the time period and also a prayer vigil with the Community UMC and Trinity UMC families praying in half
hour time slots. We will begin at 7:30 PM Wednesday evening at Community United Methodist and conclude
at 7:30 Thursday evening on the steps of Trinity.
WEDNESDAY EVENING, MAY 10TH
7:30 PM- Prayer Service in the sanctuary of Community United Methodist
We will join with our friends at Community to call upon the Lord’s Name.
24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL
Half hour slots for all our Trinity community
Sign-up sheet in the church narthex
Participants in prayer vigil will have a personal praying guide
May 10 – 7:30 PM until May 11 – 8:30 AM
in your home
May 11 – 8:30 AM to 2 PM; 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM
in Trinity sanctuary
THURSDAY, MAY 11TH
2:00 PM – Healing Service in the Sanctuary of Trinity
We will call upon God for spiritual, physical, and emotional healing.
7:00 PM – Praying Circle Around the Trinity church building
Everyone is encouraged to attend and circle the building with prayer.
We will gather prayer requests in the previous several weeks and individually pray over these requests.
7:30 - PM – Prayer Service on the steps of Trinity with music led by Trinity musicians
We will take “the church” to the street.
Following this prayer service, we will continue to interact with neighbors on the street.
Will you commit with us to pray for?
Government – Church – Military – Family – Education – Media - Business
Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. James 5:16
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Reflections on Creation
May 2017

“You always show me the path of life. You will fill me with joy when I am with you. You will make
me happy forever at your right hand.”
~Psalm 16:11 (NIRV)
So now it is spring, glorious spring!! Last month we were heading to Florida, where it was definitely
not Pennsylvania blizzard-like. My husband kept asking why we live in Pennsylvania. Of course, the answer is always family and familiarity and the path of least resistance. But in my gut, I just feel that here is
where my path in life to walk is found. Yes, it was nice to see shore birds and unusual flowers and trees and
swim in that clear, turquoise water in Florida… And luckily, by the time we returned most of the snow
had receded. But I need more mystery in the topography than flat countryside affords and would not
want to miss the unparalleled excitement of watching spring unfold here at home.
Riding around on our bikes on this perfect evening, I was charmed once again by the beauty of the
translucent, unfurling leaves and the drifts of long ago-planted daffodils and narcissus found in old farmyards and sweetly-landscaped properties. Redbud trees and dogwoods were perfect foils for each other in
their beauty. The sight of ferns pushing up their fiddleheads and delicate wildflowers holding their ground
on the edges of country roads brought me such joy. Both the vivid and the soft, muted shades of green are
a welcome balm to my eyes. The wheel of the seasons is turning once more and I am hanging on for the
ride! I can’t imagine a more obvious and concrete way for God to show us about love than to bring us this
hope of renewal and fresh chances each spring. In fact, I was coasting along on my bike, singing “Praise
him, praise him, all ye little children, God is love, God is love!”
Every year, it seems like this miracle is the most ineffable gift… Beautiful days like this one make me
feel like all things are possible. Unfortunately, I often try to do too many of those things…. And get distracted by the seasonal chores which prevent me from truly being present as our gift is unwrapped. I hope
to someday be smart enough to make a point of taking a stunning spring day and simply sitting in one
place and saying “Yes, Lord, I receive this gift! Thank you for knocking our socks off with it every year!”

“Jesus, Lord, were you thinking of me when you made the spring blossoms?
Were you anticipating my delight in the colors and fragrances which make
my heart beat faster? If so, I just want to say I appreciate the way you tickle
my senses and light up my world. You are an awesome God!”
~Jady Conroy

MAY 20TH @ 8:00 AM

PRAYER WALK
“For Our Community”
Led by Jim and Jody Blacksmith
Meet at Front Steps of Trinity
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Choir & Bell Rehearsals:
Sundays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

8:15 AM Worship Service - S
9:30 AM Sunday School for All Ages
9:30 AM Coffee Fellowship - FH
10:45 AM Worship Service - S
10:45 AM Junior Church - JR

6:30 PM
Sing & Celebrate

6:30-7:30 PM
United Bells

6:30-7:15 PM
Sonshine Singers

7:30 PM
Chancel Choir

FH=Fellowship Hall
MO=Mt. Olivet Room
O=Otterbein Conf. Rm
S=Sanctuary
SJ=St. Johns Room
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CR=Creation Room
PS=Preschool Room
YD=Young Disciple Rm
WR=Wellness Room
L&L=Lion & Lamb Rm
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TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Worship Services ~ Sundays at 8:15 AM and 10:45 AM
Sunday School Classes for all ages ~ Sundays at 9:30 AM

Please submit
articles for the
JUNE 2017
TIDINGS
by May 15th

TAKE 5
TO PRAY
DAILY
@ 8:30 PM

Church Office Hours:
Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Phone: (717) 774-7146
Fax: (717) 712-1200
Church website: www.trinityumnc.com
Trinity United Methodist Church New Cumberland

