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Dear fellow-pilgrim, 

God opens the door of a new year to us.   

His welcome is warm.  His faithfulness is great.  His love is stable.  His purpose is unchanged. 

Times change.  God doesnôt.  Friends change.  God doesnôt.  Plans change.  God doesnôt.  God remains the 

same.  Yesterday, today and forever!  God has a purpose in our lives.  That purpose does not change.  His pur-

pose is that we ñbe confirmed to the likeness of his Sonò1. 

The Son is the radiance of Godôs glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word.2  John the gospel writer says ñWe have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truthò3.  Peter, the apostle writes, ñbut we were eyewitnesses of his 

majestyò4. 

Eyewitnesses. 

Ever wanted a better view of things?  Like the time you wished you could have gone up a nearby building to 

see the mega event happening at the stadium beside it.  Or better still, havenôt you sensed the excitement when 

you traveled up to a holiday on a mountain?  Havenôt you known the thrill of getting to the place with the best 

view and looking into those miles of Godôs artistry in the sky and his works upon the earth? 

Higher ground gives us a better view. 

Ever been in a shipwreck?  Ever been lost at sea?  Late in the night?  How would it be if what you would have 

first thought of as something ñstrangeò under your feet turned out to be the edge of a rock?  A rock that you 

could climb onto and discover that it led you way above the cold dangerous waterséto higher ground. 

Higher ground not only gives us a better view, but also a greater security. 

Join us as a congregation this January as we hold to the tradition that we have been blessed with over the last 

few years.  Each January, we begin our preaching on the theme of ñGodò.  In our preaching, we focus on the 

person of God or on his invitations.  The logic is simple; God is the foundation of all Christian preaching.  He 
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is the fount and focus of preaching.  Preaching is bereft of meaning unless it is primed from the heart of God.  

The world needs to be reached because it is Godôs.  The church exists because it is Godôs.  Preaching is rele-

vant because it is Godôs. 

In our services this month, we shall journey to some Old Testament mountains.  Get set with your hiking kit.  

Prepare yourself for some time-distilled lessons in understanding God from those heights.  Let us climb to 

higher ground together in order to catch a glimpse and more of the One who declares ñFor my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.  As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways high-

er than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.ò5 

Arun 

Notes: 

1. Romans 8:29b 2. Hebrews 1:3a 3. John 1:14b  4. 2 Peter 1:16b 5. Isaiah 55:8,9 

ñNothing can alter the character of God.  In the course of a human life, tastes and outlook and 

temper may change radically: a kind, equable man may turn bitter and crotchety: a man of 

good-will may grow cynical and callous.  But nothing of this sort happens to the Creator.  He 

never becomes less truthful, or merciful, or just, or good, than He used to be.  The character of 

God is today, and always will be, exactly what it was in Bible times.ò   ~ James I. (J.I.) Packer 

(Continued from page 1) 

*!.5!29  φτυϋ 4(%-%ȡ 

4ÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÏÆ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ 'ÏÄ 

 

 January 1 Mt. Ararat : The God of new beginnings 

 Scripture lesson 1  : Genesis 8:15-22  Scripture lesson 2 : Genesis 9:12-17 

 January 8  Mt. Moriah : The God of providence 

 Scripture lesson 1  : Genesis 22:1-8  Scripture lesson 2 : Genesis 22:9-19 

 January 15 Mt. Sinai : The God of the covenant  

 Scripture lesson 1  : Exodus 20:1-11  Scripture lesson 2 : Exodus 20:12-21 

 January 22 Mt. Pisgah : The God of changing times 

 Scripture lesson 1  : Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Scripture lesson 2 : Joshua 1:1-9 

 January 29 Mt. Calvary : The God of unfailing love 

 Scripture lesson 1  : John 3:16-21  Scripture lesson 2 : Luke 23:32-43 

Thanks to everyone of you for your greeting cards and wishes sent our way this season. 

Your love and the graciousness of it's expression means a LOT to us. You have been the 

most caring and encouraging congregation that a pastor and family can serve. Wishing 

you a blessed new year!  

With deep and sincere gratitude,  Arun and Miriam Andrews  



THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU ~ THANK YOU 
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~Prayer Pocket Square~ 

I carry one with me almost all the time.  When 

Mrs. Marburger was in the ICU and I was in the 

waiting room, a lady was sitting by herself, look-

ing very, very, very distraught.  Soé I went to sit 

with her.  Her name was Grace.  I learned that her 

husband was in critical condition and was not ex-

pected to live much longer (a code blue had just 

been called for him).  She had no children or sib-

lings.  I asked her to tell me fun stories about him, 

where they met, and stuff like that ï we even 

laughed a little.  I also gave her my little prayer 

pocket square and we talked about our faith.  Just 

a few minutes before I was called back to see Mrs. 

M. a very good friend of mine (her name is Patti) 

appeared in the waiting room (her father was also 

in ICU).  Patti sat with ñour new friend, 

Graceò.  They chatted for a while, and Grace was 

called back to her husbandôs roomé she put the 

little prayer pocket square down on the table and 

left.  Patti said that Grace returned quickly to get 

the prayer pocket square ï she said she didnôt real-

ize the comfort it brought her until she put it 

down.  Her husband did pass away, but I believe 

the pocket prayer square brought her great comfort 

during a very sad time.             ~Sharon Marburger 

~A Thank You Note from Caitlinôs Smiles~ 

My daughter was recently hospitalized at Harris-

burg Hospital with new onset diabetes. She is only 

5 years old. Your trick-or-treat goodie bag was the 

highlight of her stay there. She did not want to 

watch TV or play with her iPad. She just wanted 

to color and play with everything in her bag. 

I just wanted to say thank you! Your gift really 

made me think that, despite all the bad stuff that 

life throws at us sometimes, there is still more 

goodness and kindness in the world. 

Your work is amazing, and I would like you to 

know that it touches children and parents alike. 

I am also a physician ð a medical oncologist at 

Carlisle Regional Medical Center. And if thereôs 

anything I can do to help your organization, please 

let me know. 

~With Gratitude~ 

The Senior/Homebound Christmas Celebration 

was held in Fellowship Hall Thursday, December 

8th. Many thanks to the Senior/Homebound Minis-

try Team; Master-Chefs, Arv and Bev; the organi-

zational skills of Mary and Grover; Carol and 

Randyôs delicious fruit baskets; Trinityôs Crafty 

Ladiesô heart ornaments; Trinityôs faithful kitchen 

support service team; Brother Danôs prayers of 

meal-blessing and grace and healing for our dear 

Miriamôs sudden illness. And, a special thank-you 

to each and every one of you who gifted us with 

your presence.  

In a previous Sunday message, Pastor Arun en-

couraged us to óthink outside the quadrilateral par-

allelogramé. (the óboxô) ñ   Our innovative and 

unique family entertainment, ñThis Way Up!ò did 

just that. They blew us away!  Who knew we 

could find God in the plumbing aisle and worship 

Him with music from PVC pipes? Unconventional 

percussion indeed! 

As we celebrate the birth of our Saviour, we view 

the manger in the light of God- and in the shadow 

of the cross.       ~ Barbara Z. ~ Your Parish Nurse 

 

Do you want to know greater love? 

Know Jesus~ 

For there is no greater love. 

 

~Thank You George~ 

A big thanks to George Karnes for taking over the 

important position of usher coordinator for the 

10:45 service. George may have asked you to con-

sider becoming a part of a team. It is a great way 

to welcome newcomers to Trinity and to show 

Christôs love to those coming into worship. Guide-

lines are available if you wish to review the duties. 

If you attend the 10:45 service, we ask you to con-

sider ushering for one or two months of the year. 

Itôs even something couples can do together. You 

will be blessed, and God can make you a blessing 

to others! 
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Trinity United Methodist Church and Penn State Ex-

tension will be offering the StrongWomen/Growing 

Stronger Program this winter and spring. This 

twelve week program is geared for middle-aged to 

older women and men and is based upon years of re-

search on how strength training and proper nutrition 

improve the health of women and men of all ages.  

The program was developed to help individuals in-

crease their strength, bone density, balance and ener-

gy and help them look and feel better. Participants 

will meet two times a week for one hour sessions.  

There is a $90 fee for this program and participants 

may need to provide their own hand weights and an-

kle weights. 

The first winter/spring session will be held on 

Mondays and Wednesdays, Jan. 9 ï March 29, 

2017, 9:30 ï 10:30 am, in the Mt. Olivet Room.  

Mandatory paperwork must be completed in order to 

participate in the program and individuals age 70 and 

over must get a doctorôs permission. Past participants 

must pre-register. Registration opens December 12, 

2016. 

For more information or to register for the program, 

go to: http://extension.psu.edu/strongwomen/events 

and click on ñUpcoming Eventsò or contact the Penn 

State Extension office at 240-6500. 
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Max Lucadoôs, ñHe Chose the Nailsò, is a 6 week 

Bible Study that will be held Sundays March 19th thru 

April 23rd in the Otterbein Conference Room during 

Sunday School (the Elective Sunday School Class). If 

you are interested in joining the study please contact 

Sharon Sheffer by January 29th 2017 at either 774-

3137 or sesheffer@outlook.com.  
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Sunday, January 22, 12 to 2 PM 

(snow date ï January 29) 

This workshop will begin with lunch in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Pastor Andrews will share a short devo-

tional, ñ3 Minutes That Can Change a Childôs Lifeò. 

We will begin in the Fellow-

ship hall and then move up 

to the sanctuary. All who 

give Lambs Talks, or would 

like to in the future, are en-

couraged to attend. Mel Eyer 

and Beth Sider will be con-

ducting the workshop.  
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Saturday, February 4 at 9 AM 

We will begin in the kitchen for 

communion training and then move 

to the sanctuary for altar guild 

training. This will be conducted by 

Cindy Ickler, communion steward; 

Kathy Brosius and Carol Evertts, altar guild coordi-

nators; and Beth Sider, Worship team leader. 

Cancellations due to weather will be reported on 

ABC 27, CBS21, Facebook and Trinityôs Website 

http://extension.psu.edu/strongwomen/events
mailto:sesheffer@outlook.com
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PUZZLE PAGE   

 

Mark your calendars for these 

 ñExciting, Donôt Miss Itò 

events for Youth and Teens! 

 

Jan. 8  6-8 PM Youth Group 

  Creation Room 

 

Jan. 15  6-8 PM Youth Group 

  Creation Room 

 

Jan. 22  6-8 PM Youth Group 

  Creation Room 

 

Jan. 29  6-8 PM Youth Group 

  Creation Room 
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The nursery is open for infants and children up to 5 years of age.  We would like to ask par-

ents to help in the nursery at least four times a year.  This means you would need to take the 

Safe Sanctuary orientation and Police background check which is provided by our church 

members, Donna Ratulowski and Dianne Schofield.  Please call the church office if you are 

willing to help us out.   

On behalf of the pre-school children we would like 

to thank the Safe Sanctuary volunteers who kept us 

so our Mommies and Daddies could attend church 

services.   

~ Joyce Klinger 

Mark 4:35-41 


